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Tour Participants & Leaders  
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Natania Dirlam 

Adam Grimshaw 
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Marianne Ohran         Chaperone** 
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Erlend ñPeteò Peterson       BYU Associate International Vice President, Tour Ambassador** 
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Sandra Rogers         BYU International Vice President, Tour Ambassador** 
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Mid -Semester Tour : 

Washington and Idaho  
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 ITINERARY  
FEBRUARY 22 ï MARCH 2, 2008 

 

 
Fri day, February  22 Provo to Meridian, I daho 382 mi les/5hr 30min  

7:30 am Depart for Boise  

8:00 pm  Performance ɀ Meridian Middle School (1206 seats)  

 

Presenter Martin Thorne Productions 

  

 

Saturday , February  23 Richland, Washington  300 miles/4hr 42 min  

8:00 am Depart for Richland 

3:00 pm  Performance ɀ Matinee, Hanford High School (676 seats)  

7:30 pm  Performance ɀ Hanford High School (676 Seats)  

 

Presenter Richland Stake 

 

 

Sunday, February  24 Vancouver, WA 233 miles/3hr 44min  

9:00 am Church at the given ward near host family 

12:00 pm Depart for Vancouver 

3:30 pm Arrive at Multnomah Falls 

7:00 pm  Fireside ɀ Vancouver , WA Stake Center   

 

 

Monday, February  25 Vancouver, WA  

10:00 am Assembly ɀ Hearthwood Elementary School  

12:00 pm Visit the Portland Temple grounds 

7:00 pm  Performance ɀ Skyview High School (1105 seats)  

 

Presenter Vancouver Alumni Chapter 

 

 

Tuesday, February  26 Bremerton, WA  163 miles/2hr 41min   

9:00 am Depart for Bremerton  

2:00 pm  Bremerton Health and Rehabilitation Center  - Community Outreach  

7:30 pm  Performance ɀ Bremerton High School (1175 seats)  

 

Presenter Bremerton, WA Stake 
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Wednesday, February  27 Everett, WA 57 miles/1hr 43min  

9:00 am Depart for Everett 

11:00 am Free time: Pikes Place Market and Wharf 

7:30 pm  Performance ɀ Everett Civic Auditorium (1,500 Seats)  

 

Presenter Marysville, WA Stake 

  

 

Thurs day, February  28 Port Angeles, WA 91 miles/2hr 31min  

9:00 am Depart for Port Angeles 

1:00 pm  Assembly ɀ Franklin Elementary School  

1:40 pm  2nd Assembly ɀ Franklin Elementary School   

7:30 pm  Performance ɀ Port Angeles High School (1166 seats)  

 

Presenter Port Angeles Stake 

  

 

Fri day, February  29 Olympia, WA 120 miles/2hr 32min  

9:00 am Depart for Olympia  

7:30 pm  Performance ɀ Washington Center for the Performing Arts (984 seats)  

 

Presenter Lacey, WA Stake 

 

  

Saturday , March 1 Tukwila, WA  64 miles/1hr 10min  

8:00 am Depart for Tukwila 

3:00 pm  Matinee Performance ɀ Foster Performing Arts Center  

7:00 pm  Performance ɀ Foster Performing Arts Center  

9:00 pm Depart for home 

 

Presenter  Seattle Alumni Chapter 

 

  

Sunday, March 2 Provo, UT 17 hrs.       

4:30 pm Arrive in Provo 
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Day 1: Friday, February 22, 2008 

Meridian , ID 

 Presenter: Martin Thorne Productions 

 Performance: Meridian Middle School     

By Lyndsey Wulfenstein 

 

The day began at 7a.m.  We all met at the Richards Building ready to load the bus, say farewell to our 

friends and loved ones, and head off to ñScenic Idaho!ò  Adam Grimshaw started off our morning with a prayer 

and spiritual thought.  He led our group in a scripture study focusing on 3 Nephi 12:13-16, which talks about ñThe 

Salt of the earth.ò  Ed made a comment about how we are a covenant people, and Ron Nuttall, our athletic trainer, 

said that salt in respects to the body provides electrolytes. Without it our systems would be out of balance.  The 

comment was also made that salt not only adds to, but also enhances the flavor of food.  These were all good 

thoughts to apply to life: remembering our covenants, working for balance, and adding spice to life! 

 

  Then there was quiet time.  We all tried to catch up on the sleep we had been deprived of the night before 

(last minute packing).  Needless to say, Ed got a hold of the microphone for half of that time!  The rest of the 

morning was spent sleeping, reading scriptures, writing in journals, telling jokes, and reading our favorite book 

Poland!  We stopped in Twin Falls, Idaho for lunch.  Right after loading the bus to continue our journey, we took 

a group picture at the back of the bus with all of us sporting our dental/doctor masks, which were given to us by 

Ed to help us avoid spreading disease. 

 

 We arrived at Meridian Middle School around 3 p.m. and unloaded our luggage from the bus.  Our trusty 

tech man, Mark Ohran, was already there setting up.  Our presenters Martin Thorne and his wife then greeted us.  

At 5 p.m. the Thornesô provided a lovely dinner for us comprised of shrimp cocktail, croissant sandwiches, mini 

wraps, pizza, veggies, pudding, and cookies!  We then had a pow-wow with Ed and Delynne.  They instructed us 

in the ways of striking the set, what to expect after the show, and how to prepare to meet our host families. 

 

 The show went well with no major mess-ups, except for the finale where Matt Thatcher was supposed to 

end our dance, ñLast Nightò, with a back flip with his body in an X-out position.  As he was trying to maneuver 

his specialized trick, Jon Brame created quite an obstacle, and caused Matt to slip, where he ended instead with a 

ñNapoleon Dynamiteò run off stage.  After the show, Janneke Marquez met a group of 10-year-old girls who were 

there for a birthday party.  The birthday girlôs mom brought them to the show in a Limo!  They took quite a fancy 

to the twin towers, Ben Watson and Robby Sorensen.  In response they played and sang Happy Birthday for the 

excited little 10-year-olds.  During the show, Denise and Tucker Johnson (Folkdance Alumni) provided great 

snacks for us, which included grapes, apples, bananas, tangerines, trail mix, etc.  Some special people that 

attended the show were some members of the Special Olympics.  Also some more familiar faces were in 

attendance including Folkdance Alumni Joe Bowen, Brandy and Ben Blaser, Chris Wells, and Amber Jensen. 

 

 One of the fun host family experiences included the brownie and ice cream adventure of Delynne, 

Kellianne, Courtney, Traci, and Lyndsey.  As they commenced in visiting with their host family their host mom 

provided a ñsnackò comprised of a huge helping of Reeseôs ice cream and two large rich brownies.  Although 

their eyes were the size of flying saucers, these ladies graciously accepted the offering and diligently ate all their 

portions (except for Delynne who couldnôt eat her second brownie).  Needless to say, their bellies werenôt very 

happy afterwards.   
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Day 2: Saturday, February 23, 2008 

Richland, WA 

 Presenter: Richland Stake, Chris Myers 

 Performance: Hanford High School 

By Sam Griffiths 

 

We were up early from our show in Meridian the night before. Everyone was on time and we were on the 

road without any hiccups, until our tech truck broke down about an hour later. The entire ensemble was on the bus 

and united their faith in a prayer hoping that the Lord would pull things together. We were a little scared since we 

had a matinee in Richland and we didnôt know exactly how long it would take us to set up tech before the show. 

When we finished the prayer, one of the phones rang saying that a U-haul was on its way. So we unloaded the 

truck in the hopes we could squeeze the tech and costumes we needed on the bus, only to unload what we had put 

on and load it again. Then the U-haul came and we just transferred the rest directly to the U-haul and were on our 

merry way. We started our matinee a little flustered about a half hour late, but it was a good show. The Lord 

answered our prayers in a strong way and made it possible for us to have our show in due time and with full tech. 

 

After the show we headed straight out to dinner where we had some wonderful spaghetti (put on by the 

Richland Stake who also hosted us that night) and hopped back on the bus to make sure we made our next show 

in time. Considering we had a slightly hectic afternoon show getting ourselves on stage so fast and that our dinner 

was basically a whirlwind, we were surprised when the first half of our night show turned out amazing. All of the 

performers felt good about it and Ed came into the menôs dressing room to tell the men how well the show was 

going. Sam Griffiths was casually putting on his socks when the music for French Canadian came on and he 

realized he was extremely late. He ran into the wing and threw on his shoes while he watched Lyndsey 

Wulfenstien óhold her ownô in the midst of a couples dance. He made it on stage only to have his shoes come 

untied in which state he persisted for the rest of the dance. 

 

ñRapper Swordò was even worse. Maybe it wasnôt worse, but it definitely was considerably different then 

it was choreographed. The men got a little lost when someone pulled one of their figures in the wrong order and a 

slight mayhem ensued. Despite the repeating of certain steps and the holding of certain formations far longer than 

normal Deborah Bailey just kept plugging away at her fiddle. The dancers were all over the place, but somehow 

despite not being able to get their swords to hold together they got through the rest of the dance and ended 

together. It took everything the dancers could muster to not burst out laughing while still on stage. Overall this 

was a great day and thatôs not just because we were able to celebrate Camiôs birthday while on tour.  

 

 

Day 3: Sunday, February 24, 2008 

Vancouver, WA 

 Fireside: Vancouver, WA Stake Center 

By Adam Grimshaw (actually by Jon Bay) 

 

 Our first Sunday on mid-semester was memorable for 

all of us.  We were divided into three separate groups and our 

host families were instructed which ward to take us to.  It was a 

great way to spend time with more people and not overwhelm 

one ward.  

 

 The young womenôs president in one of the wards 

thought it would be a wonderful idea to invite all of the girls 

from the group to Young Womenôs to speak with them.  Soon 

after that she decided it would be fun to have the boys from the 

group come in too, and shortly thereafter invited the Young 

Men as well.  It was decided that the best thing would be for 
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each member of the group to stand up, tell a little about themselves, and bear their testimonies.  It was a 

memorable meeting.  At the end of the meeting one of the leaders asked if the group would sing.  They were 

happy to oblige, but to their dismay there were only 3 boys and about 12 girls ï needless to say the boys ended up 

singing the melody.   

 

 After church was over, the three different groups converged at the stake 

center and we headed off to Vancouver with fond memories of Richland.  In 

route to Vancouver we stopped at Multnomah Falls.  Everyone loaded off the 

bus for a 10 minute view of the lush green scenery and breathtaking falls, and 

then piled back on for the remaining drive.   

 

 When we arrived in Vancouver we were met by Dennis Hill, a former 

folk dancer who was our host in Vancouver.  Upon arrival, he escorted us into 

the stake center where he had been slaving all day to make his famous clam 

chowder for us.  Dennis did everything he could to make our stay in Vancouver 

comfortable and enjoyable.  During dinner, which was quite delicious, he had 

old folk dance videos playing.  He also took the time to wander around and talk 

to each of us while we were eating. 

 

 Shortly after dinner we were introduced to our host families and headed home with them.  We are grateful 

for all that our host groups do for us and the friendships we are able to forge while we are on tour.  It was a great 

Sunday.     

 

 

Day 4: Monday, February 25, 2008 

Vancouver, WA 

 Presenter: Vancouver Alumni Chapter, Dennis Hill 

 Performances: Hearthwood Elementary School & SkyView High School 

By Amy Carpenter 

 

We started the day with an elementary school show at Hearthwood Elementary.  Justin Morganôs sister-

in-law is the PTA president and arranged it all for us.  We danced most of the small dances including: Indian- 

ñNadiyaanò, ñRapper Swordò, ñThree-hand Irishò, ñVerbunkò- Slovakian Hat dance, after which eight children 

and teachers did their own hat dance.  The band played a spectacular ñFox/Orange Blossom Specialò, and then we 

finished with clogging- ñLast Nightò. The school had a large Russian speaking population, so Jesse Christopher 

and Thomas Rawcliffe translated Edôs narrations. The students were excited to see them speak in Russian and 

cheered really loud for our dances.  Two of the classes, one a third grade class and the other fifth grade, wrote us 

thank you notes, here is one: 

 

 Thank you for coming and performing at our school, all for Free! 

 I am a Mormon and I will probably be going to BYU when I am older. 

 I really enjoy your talents.  My favorite dance was the hat dance and the finale. 

 Thanks again for going to an extra place and performing for us. 

 Good luck, and again, Thank you!!! 

        From: Danielle Lorange 

 

After the show, we went to the Portland Temple, where the grounds keeper, a former folk dancer, led us 

on a small tour of the grounds and atrium of the temple.  The temple is usually closed on Mondays, but he made 

an exception for us.  Inside the atrium, we had our devotional, led by Mike Hinckley.  We also sang ñPeace Like a 

Riverò and ñA Childôs Prayerò.   
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Then we went to Skyview High School where we performed that night.  We had dinner at the school, just 

in the commons area where Dennis brought us gourmet pizza, veggies, and cookies.  Robbie had a handstand 

contest with the cheerleaders, which he won, of course.  Matt also showed off his mad tumbling skills.  The stage 

set up was a little stressful and took longer than we were used to.  As a result, we were blocking until 6:45 when 

the show was supposed to start at 7.  Needless to say, we didnôt start until 7:15, but the show went well.  The 

crowd was great, mostly because they were our host families.  Since we had already stayed a night with them, 

they had someone to cheer for.  It was great. 

 

One cool story is about a young man from Lithuania in the audience.  His name was Ignus.  At the end of 

the show, Dennis had Ignusô mother write a six-word reflection: My son must have this light!  What she meant 

was that she wanted for her and her son to join the church so they could always have this feeling in their home.  

Hopefully her dream will come true and then Ignus will come to BYU and join the folk dancers.   

 

Some other six-word reflections that we got were: 

 Men of honor, women of light 

 Toe tapping fun, Infectious JOY, Unforgettable! 

 Unbelievable talent, faces of light, Inspiring. 

 Music and Dance lifting my soul. 

 Young people to emulate, GO COUGARS!!! 

 Beyond expectations, these kids can DANCE! 

 Brought to our home Christôs Light! 

 I felt buoyant, lifted, enlightened, inspired! 

 WOW!  Clapped and smiled all night! 

 

 

Day 5: Tuesday, February 26, 2008 

Bremerton, WA 

 Presenter: Bremerton Washington Stake, George Eads 

 Performances: Bremerton High School 

By Robby Sorensen 

 

 Today the Folk Ensemble traveled to the beautiful city of Bremerton, Washington.  The performance was 

to be at Bremerton High Schoolôs spacious auditorium.  Having arrived there with plenty of extra time, the stage 

was easily set up in time for the show.  The weather couldnôt have been better, so many of us found ourselves 

outside on the Bremerton soccer field playing Frisbee, while some of the dancers practiced ñWestern Wildfireò.  

Itôs the sunshine and fresh air that keeps our spirits alive during our tours.  Adam, Deborah and Robby from the 

Mountain Strings band played some old bluegrass tunes for an old folks home nearby, where they received the 

warm welcome we have all grown accustomed to receiving from everyone on this tour.  Many of the men and 

women had tears in their eyes as they listened to Deborah sing the old favorites they knew so well.   

 

 Later on that day, many of the dancers and musicians gathered around as Biff Jones, and one of the 

African American kids from the school rocked out to some tunes.  We shall never forget the surprise of watching 

Ben Watson yodel to the guitar.  Some of us just couldnôt stop laughing.  Dinner was ordered in from Olive 

Garden, and was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by all.  One of the staff members at the school finished our 

Italian ensemble with an opera song, a capella, followed by a spirited applause by all. 

 

 The performance went on as planned, and was carried out without major mistakes, although there were 

some that are worthy of mention.  Before Slovakian, Bethany Rawcliffe usually helps Steve Ord change into his 

costume, but tonight it was different.  Courtney Pearson decided to help, which caused Bethany and Steve to be 

ready 32 counts early.  After this speedy change, Bethany and Steve ñwind-milledò onto the stage 32 counts early, 

realized the mistake, and ñwind-milledò right back off.  During ñSouthern,ò Janneke Marquez was surprised when 

Jon Bay stepped on, and ripped her dress.  After feeling a draft, she thought it appropriate to exit the stage to keep 
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in line with the BYU honor code standards.  Jon Brame had the same thought when his pants started to fall off of 

his waist while dancing in the front.  All things considered, the show was a success, and the crowd let us know it. 

 

 

Day 6: Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

Everett, WA 

 Presenter: Marysville, WA Stake, Melodie Knopf 

 Performance: Everett Civic Auditorium 

By Lyndsey Wulfenstein & Courtney Pearson 

 

 Our group took a ferry to Seattle.  Before hand, Lynne Elliott had told us about "Pikes Place 

Market."  Many of the members of our group went and found lots of interesting things to see, including the main 

attraction, which was a big fresh fish market. There were some interesting fish there! As some of us were looking 

at the huge crabs, one of the men there told us we should hold them, so we did!  Afterwards when we wanted to 

wash our hands, he told us that the only way we would be able to wash them was if we caught one of the fish that 

they were throwing. Apparently that's another feature of the market - the men throw the huge fish to the salesmen 

when something is ordered. Jon Brame and I (Courtney) decided to take the challenge, and both were successful 

in catching the flying fish, after which the man let us use his sink to wash our hands! We also found many unique 

shops along the way, including a Polish pottery shop.  Fancy that!  I (Lyndsey) went with Biff , Rosie, and Cami to 

one of the first original Starbucks Cafés, because Starbucks originated in Seattle.  We had hot chocolate of 

course! 

 

 That evening we had a show at the Everett Civic Center.  It was the nicest venue we had performed in so 

far on tour.  It had a nice wide and deep stage, which the dancers loved!  We had a great audience of about 1,000 

people.  The first couple of shows we had done so far had been sold out, but this one wasn't because the 

auditorium was so huge!  There was a neat spirit there during the performance.  As the group sang "Go Ye Now in 

Peace," a lot of the performers had tears in their eyes as they sang about God the Father, and His Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Afterwards, while shaking hands with the audience members we could tell they had been touched by the 

tears in their eyes and the sincere looks on their faces. 

 

 

Day 7: Thursday, February 28, 2008 

Port Angeles, WA 

 Presenter: Port Angeles Stake, Patrick Downey 

 Performances: Franklin Elementary School Assembly, Port Angeles High School 

By Traci Aker  

 

 We met at the Marysville Stake Center to depart for Port Angeles for day seven of our tour. The bus ride 

was two and a half hours (that includes the half hour ferry ride). We made pretty good time, as we were able to 

make a forty-five minute stop at Safeway to eat lunches and get any ñnecessitiesò that we may have thought we 

needed. 

 

 From there we went on to our first show of the day-an assembly at Franklin Elementary. It was a great 

show and experience.  The line-up went as follows: ñNadyiaanò (Indian), ñRapper Swordò (English),  ñThree 

Handò (Irish), ñĠir§kovĨò-Hat Dance (Slovakian), the hat game, ñOrange Blossom Specialò (band number), and 

Last Night (American Clog).  Delynne was the ñnarratorò or emcee, as Ed was sick. On a side note, he 

quarantined himself from us this entire day, as he didnôt want to endanger or contaminate us. I have to say that I 

was feeling very ñEd-deprivedò by the end of the day. Well, the show went very well. We danced on a carpeted 

gym floor, and from what I could observe, there were not any major mess-ups. The kids were wonderful and 

especially enthusiastic. Actually, when we were both unloading and reloading the truck with our cases, there were 

several little kids that came out and helped. They really were amazing!  During the show, and especially during 

ñLast Nightò, the little kids were totally dancing along with us. After the show, we took pictures with the kids, 
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gave and received some ñhigh (and low) fivesò, and really just got to know a lot of the kids. As I said before, it 

was an amazing experience. 

 

 From there, we went to Port Angeles High School, which was our evening venue. The auditorium seats 

1166 people, and while our show didnôt sell out, there was still a very nice turnout. So, we arrived at the school 

and were met with both a pleasant and interesting surprise-the lighting was basically done, because there were no 

outlets to plug our lights into. The plugs and our lights were not compatible. So, you could say that we had the 

quickest set up (strike) yet! Once everything was all set up and everyone had a place to dress, we were able to get 

a bit of rest. There were folk dancers, folk musicians, directors, and ñtechiesò spread out all over. Everyone was 

trying to catch up on sleep, homework, conversation, etc. Of course, there were also people taking care of their 

physical ailments by going to see our fabulous and amazing trainer Ron-some of us really wouldnôt be able to 

survive without him.  

 

 At around four oôclock, we were all called to dinner. This was a very unique dinner, as most of us were 

able to meet our host families at dinner. The presenter had arranged it that way so we could meet and eat dinner 

with our host families. Then they could also watch for us during the performance. For dinner we had the 

yummiest dish-Hawaiian haystacks with a huge assortment of desserts-many (if not all) were homemade! We 

were truly spoiled! It was a really neat experience to be able to meet our host families before the show. It kind of 

made the show more fun because we were actually dancing for someone that we knew in the audience. That 

would probably explain why the show went as well as it did. 

 

 After dinner, there was the usual after dinner and before show frenzy. The ladies were madly dashing 

about trying to get braids, make-up, and costuming done, while the men in a more lazy fashion dressed and did 

their small amount of makeup prep-but thatôs another story. Then we had a brief devotional, during which we 

received notes and a quick message from Ed. Then, as tradition, we went on stage and did our pre-show warm-up 

with Ron. It was full of skipping, jumping, laughter, and, of course, Ronôs famous jumping jacks! Our ñword of 

the dayò or words of inspiration to get us pumped up before the show was ñpow-pow-power wheels!ò Odd-I 

know, but it was fun and gave us all a good laugh before the show started. We all got into our beginning positions 

and began the show. The curtains opened and we were able to see a sea of eager faces awaiting the first steps that 

were made. The show as a whole went well and there were very few bloopers, which included the loss of a skirt 

on stage, a missing Hutzul hat, and a pair of missing pants for the men.  

 

 After the show many great things were said about the show-it was a success and once again, many hearts 

were touched and made full, including those of the dancers. Some of the comments made came from a Ukrainian 

woman and her daughter. It goes as follows: I, Colin, walked out of the auditorium where I met Elena and her 

daughter, Olga. Both were dressed in traditional Ukrainian costumes; Elena in a heavily embroidered shirt made 

by her grandmother and Olga in Hopak garb, complete with the flowers and ribbons in her hair. Elena was so 

impressed with the show. She could not stop saying how happy she was to see our dances, particularly Hutzul. 

She said it was easily her favorite. Most impressive of her comments, she said that seeing our show made her 

coming to the United States worth it. I didnôt have time to talk to her in detail, but I can only imagine the 

sacrifices and difficulties she faced in order to come here. What a blessing that our show brought her the peace 

and comfort she needed. Another experience was shared about a woman who was in tears after the performance 

because she said that it was an overwhelming spiritual experience. Jesse, our drummer, was able to speak with a 

woman from Russia, in her native tongue (she had only been here in the United States for about a year) about the 

experience who was feeling similar emotions. For her, words-in both Russian and English could not explain how 

ñfullò she felt.  She told us that she didnôt have the vocabulary to describe how wonderful the performance was. 

 

 Of course there were also some fun stories about meeting little kids after the show that wanted 

autographs, pictures, and handshakes. So many people were impressed by how fun and professional our 

performers were.  
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 It was really a great day, full of experiences that many of us will never forget.  We truly are blessed to be 

able to be on this tour, associating with such great people, and having the Spirit with us. Truly, words are not 

enough to express how blessed we really are. Hopefully, this has helped to paint a small picture of another great, 

successful day of our Washington-Idaho mid-semester tour 2008. 

 

 

Day 8: Friday, February 29, 2008 

Olympia, WA 

 Presenter: Lacey Washington Stake, John Liddell &  Jason Hakes 

 Performance: Washington Center for the Performing Arts 

By Erin Maxwell  

 

 ñWelcome the Leap day, 123 LEAP, 123 LEAP, 123 LEAP!!ò  Ed Austin started off our morning in Port 

Angeles in the most chipper of moods, and we were excited to see what adventures would await us on this 

glorious day of leap that only comes but once every four years. 

 

 We enjoyed a scenic drive over the Tukwila bridge and through the evergreens always present in this 

state.  Arriving in Olympia a couple hours earlier than planned, the group killed a few hours eating lunch at a 

local Safeway.  Traci Aker and Matt Thatcher were found pampering themselves with pedicures at a nearby salon, 

a much-needed escape as tour was coming up on its 8
th
 day. 

 

 Erin Maxwell went on a search for the infamous patches that all folk dancers covet.  She didnôt have a lot 

of time, and was heard running into every store, inquiring for patches.  Apparently she wasnôt specific enough, 

because four stores and a register 19 at Wal-Mart later, she found herself staring down some cigarette patches 

instead of a Washington souvenir like sheôd intended.  Needless to say she didnôt buy any patches that day, and 

weôll just hope no one noticed that the crazed girl frantically looking for the patches was from BYU!     

 

 Many people commented that this was the best venue yet as we arrived at the Washington Center for the 

Performing Arts.  We found a stage with four levels of seating, so Ben made sure we blocked our lines with 

absolute precision knowing every turn and LEAP would be seen from above.   

 

 The next few hours were spent in a practice room for some, working out clogging numbers for summer 

tour. Others were seen sprawled doing homework, many reading the infamous Poland, and a few enchanted souls 

heard the Washington rain calling to them, and they ventured outside with umbrellas and trench coats to frolic and 

LEAP in the wonderment of precipitation. 

 

 Dinner was provided most uniquely by our presenter John Liddel who led us a hop, skip, and a LEAP 

away from the venue to Happy Teriyaki where we sat according to the food we had ordered.  Afterwards we sang 

to all of the cooks and cashiers.  Ron mentioned later that a man came in and was taken aback by the number of us 

singing in the restaurant, and his comment was simply ñwow.ò Ron pointed out that we are always on stage, 

always being watched, and you never know how that man might now react if missionaries come to his door. 

 

 Getting ready for the show was back to work as usual, with a small break to bring Ed and Ron back to 

their younger years.  Jon Bayôs hair stuff just happened to end up on our fearless leaders instead and we all saw 

what Vickie fell in love with.  Ron was singing ñYou Ainôt Nothing But a Hound Dogò and asking out girls left 

and right! 

 

 The curse of the Slovak skirt was passed on to Amanda Dance, but somehow Amy didnôt get rid of it and 

both skirts fell off during the danceé funny. 

 

 After the show one old lady said that this was the best night of her life in 15 years, and an usher whoôd 

been working for the past 16 years said this was the best show to come through.  Another group of old ladies, the 
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self proclaimed óAngels,ô cried and cried to Bethany trying to describe their feelings. One woman, Agnes, knew 

good Old Mary B. and just couldnôt say enough about the performances. 

 

 Host family moments for the night included Deborah playing her violin with a young aspiring 6-year-old 

star, and Justin breaking through his host familyôs bed with his feet as he leaped upon it during a game of cross-

fire. Too much host family food?!  Luckily his host dad was resourceful and promptly went down stairs to cut a 

piece of wood to fill the hole.   

 

 

Day 9: Saturday, March 1, 2008 

Tukwila, WA  

 Presenter: Seattle Alumni Chapter, Lee Hilton 

 Performance: Foster Performing Arts Center 

By Josh & Jul Lamb 

 

 

 We started the day in Olympia where we met the bus at 7:45 a.m. at the Lacey Stake Center to drive to 

Tukwila.  We arrived at the Foster Performing Arts Center at about 9:00 am where we began loading in.  This 

venue was small but elegant.  Load in went smoothly for all and before we knew it everything was up and ready 

for sound/light checks. 

 

 Our presenter was Lee Hilton from the Seattle Alumni Chapter and they did a great job with hosting us 

and setting up the showsðboth were sold out. 

 

 The menôs dressing room was in a multipurpose activity room that was almost completely covered by 

padding.  We were asked to not wear our shoes on the padding which made costume changes interesting.  The set 

up of this roomðunsurprisinglyðinspired most of the men to have a massive wrestling tournament. 

 

 During sound checks, one of the outlets was loose, so, when bumped, it would make a popping noise.  We 

tried to fix this by rebooting the system, but because it was rebooted incorrectly, sound problems continued during 

the first half of the afternoon show. 

 

 Our first show, beginning at 3:00 pm, went well for the most part.  Danny Marquez, our sound technician, 

had some difficulties during the first half and had to reboot the SFX during intermission.  This erased all of his 

pre-settings so he had to do all the second half mixing by hand.  He did a great job. 

 

 The performance itself went well with only the normal minor mishaps.  During Slovakian, Josh Lamb and 

Ben Watson decided that it was Benôs turn to win ñĠir§kovĨò.  When Ben jumped into the menôs arms to be 

thrown into the air, he jumped short and then the men had a difficult time throwing him because of the added 

weight.  It was really funny. 

 

 After the first show we gathered together for a brief sacrament meeting because of our long bus ride on 

Sunday.  Justin Morgan, Natania Dilram, and Courtney Pearson bore their testimonies before the sacrament was 

passed.   

 

After sacrament meeting we ate a delicious dinner of pork sandwiches, salad and fruit before we had to 

get ready for a 7:00 pm show.  The technicians ate quickly so they could fix and recheck all the sound so 

everything would run smoothly during this second show. 

 

Our night performance, which was the last of this tour, went very well.  Everyone danced with all their 

hearts and everything went well with tech.  During ñHutzulò, the men decided to give a quick kiss to the ladies 

during the attack and retreat portion.  This surprised the ladies greatly and the whole feel of the dance became 
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very fun and interactive.  During ñSouthernò, Mike Christensen, who was not in ñSouthernò, switched in so he 

could dance with Amanda Dance.  Also during Southern, the dancers and the band had a winking contestðthe 

band claims they won.  During ñGypsy Airesò, Deborah Bailey did a different introduction without telling 

anyone.  Also during ñGypsyò, Jesse Christopher noticed that Ken Goephert, Mark Ohranôs assistant, had changed 

out his cajon with a black box as a prank.  Jesse was able to change it back before he needed it.  During ñOrange 

Blossomò, at the very last fast part, Jesse and McKay Olson decided to go extremely fasté so fast the rest of the 

band had to do all they could just to keep up.  At the dance off portion of ñLast Nightò, Robby Sorensen and Jesse 

Christopher from the band danced across the stage with the rest of us.  We all had a great time with this show. 

 

After the show we quickly took down the set and loaded the truck in record time.  Many people took a 

quick shower in the locker-room and then we loaded onto the bus by about 10:00 pm to drive home.  When we 

got on the bus, there was pizza provided by the presenter that we all enjoyed before falling asleep. 

 

 

Day 10: Sunday, March 2, 2008 

Homeward Bound! 

 

 The wheels on the bus go óround and óround, round and óround, óround and óroundé. kind of like the 

pioneer children sang as they walkedéé and walkedéé andé. well, you get it.  We rode the bus for 17 hours 

all night long and into the next day.  Ron and Ed were both sick and everyone slept.  Oh, and people slept too.  

Tour = complete. 
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Extended Summer Tour : 
Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 

Poland, Belarus, and Ukraine  


